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The Long Grove Historical Society's book club will 

meet at noon on the last Monday of each month, at a 

member's house for a "pot luck" lunch or at a local 

restaurant to discuss a book of the group's choice. 

Books for a six-month period will be decided by the 

group so that everyone has ample time to read the 

book. 

     &  &  &  &         MarchMarchMarchMarch DateDateDateDate BookBookBookBook SetSetSetSet     

The book for March is The Bookman's Tale by 

Charlie Lovett. This is a book about an antiquari-

an bookseller's search, through Shakespeare's 

work, to help him find a way to deal with the grief 

he has from the death of his beloved wife. He has 

relocated from North Carolina and the location of his bookstore is in the  

Cotswolds in England. Mystery, suspense and murder - what else should be in a good read?  

To kick off our new Book Club season with The Bookman's Tale , we'll meet at Long 

Grove Cafe, 12:00 noon on Monday, March 31st for a lively discussion. PLEASE RSVP to 

Gerri Campbell by March 29 so that lunch reservations can be made. Email Gerri at Ty-

cotoyz@aol.com or leave a message at 847-550-6292. 

            JoinJoinJoinJoin thethethethe BookBookBookBook ClubClubClubClub    

Interested in getting notified about each month's book club? Email book club coordinator Gerri 

Campbell ( email Tycotoyz@aol.com ) and let her know you'd like to be on the book club list. 

Trivially Trivially Trivially Trivially 

In an un-scientific, retro
active 

poll on 1880 Long Grove
, the 

most popular baby boy nam
es 

were John, Louis, Eddie
, and 

George. For girls there w
as 

more variety, though Bert
ha 

was clearly the favorite,
 with 

Amelia running a distant 

second. How different is
 that? 

Across the country today
, 

John is still pretty popul
ar, 

ranking in at #27. Eddie
/

Edward has fallen to #14
8, 

George a bit more to #165, 

and Louis is way back at
 

#332. On the girls side, n
o one 

in the country has been 

named Bertha since the 

1980’s, while Amelia has 

made a big comeback 

recently, all the way to #
30. 

Book Club Redux 
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2013/2014 Board 

Barbara English, President 

Aaron Underwood, Vice President 

Diane Trickey, Treasurer 

Myra Buettner, Recording Secretary 

Laurie Borawski, Past President 

Darlene Raynor, Publicity 

Bob Borg, Buildings & Maintenance 

Margie Federer, Membership 

Kathy Carlson, Outreach/Archer School Pgm                                                                                                               

Kathy Wiberg, Programs/Ways & Means 

Tina Mall, Curator 

Marie Borg, Ways & Means/Programs 

At large— 

Lee Bassett, Georgia Cawley, Gerri Campbell 

The Long Grove Historical Society is a 501C3 

non-profit organization whose purpose is to 

preserve and disseminate the history of the 
Long Grove area. Annual membership  is avail-

able for a donation of $30 (individual), $50 

(family), or $100 (sustaining). Members receive 
our quarterly newsletter as well as access to a 

variety of events held throughout the year. To 

become a member, send your donation to  
Margie Federer, LGHS Membership, 4423 

RFD, Long Grove, IL  60047, along with your 
name, address, telephone number, email. If you 

have any special interests, skills, or things 

you’d be interested in volunteering to help out 

with, be sure to let us know that as well.  

The Society was formed in March, 1974, to accept the 

Drexler Tavern building as a gift. A joint project with 

the Village Board made possible the relocation of the 

tavern to a site behind the current Kildeer Country-

side School. Today we know the building not as 

Drexler Tavern, but simply as Village Hall. Two addi-

tional structures have also been relocated to this  

area—one of the area’s one room schoolhouses, Archer 

School, and a mid-1800’s barn, Ruth Barn. The school 

and the barn form the core of the program we run 

each year for our local schools, so that our children 

can experience first hand what life used to be like in 

Long Grove. Last, but not least, a mid-1800’s farm 

house was relocated to an area bordering the south-

west corner of the Stemple Parking lot.  “The Farm-

house”, as we refer to it,  houses our archives, a meet-

ing room, and several restored “period” rooms that we 

open occasionally for tours. In addition to maintain-

ing the above properties and our educational pro-

grams, we actively acquire items of local historic in-

terest for our archives and conduct a variety of histor-

ical programs for current residents. We receive no tax 

dollars and exist solely from your contributions and 

our own fundraising efforts.  

Thank you for your support! 

Historical Society Pictures...scouts get a tour, the Presi-

dent gets to shovel, and a now/then photo of the church. 
AllAllAllAll    
AboutAboutAboutAbout    
Us...Us...Us...Us...    
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                Muttersholz 

 

 
  

 

 

For reasons unrelated to my career as Editor of this esteemed publication, I found my-

self recently in Alsace Loraine, France. Now, for those that are new to the local history 

party, Long Grove was originally called Muttersholz, for a small village in France  

(which just so happened to be the ancestral home of Long Grove’s first postmaster). I 

was curious… would I find any similarities to the Long Grove we all know and love? As 

I approached this small French village, I was disappointed. Surrounded by mountains, 

it felt nothing like coming into Long Grove. But, as I drew nearer, the land  

flattened out and the terrain started to take on a more familiar feel. Driving into the 

center of town was downright eerie—a central crossroads, some sleepy picturesque 

buildings, obviously kept up and restored, but certainly not polished. Wow, this really 

did feel like a place that could be a sister city to Long Grove. A really cute historical 

mural adorned the most dominant central building—a sign that this town too took it’s 

history seriously. I paid a visit to the mayor’s office, but the mayor was out, so I chat-

ted with the office staff. Chatted is probably a generous term, I speak no French or 

German, and they spoke little English. But we were still able to communicate. They 

had no idea there was a place in America that used to be known as Muttersholz. I 

think they thought that was kinda cute. Colmar, France, is probably the closest place a 

tourist might visit in this part of France. If you ever find yourself in Colmar, definitely 

make the short drive over to check out Muttersholz. 
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Statewide Politics in Long GroveStatewide Politics in Long GroveStatewide Politics in Long GroveStatewide Politics in Long Grove    
One of the purposes of this newsletter is to share and document area history “discoveries” – things 

that are heard/told/found that were previously overlooked or forgotten about. Such is the case this 

issue – recently an old newspaper story that wasn’t familiar. It’s from the October 20th, 1950 Daily 

Herald. It would appear to have been a part of an ongoing series called “Way Back When” that  

commented on past times. Here are a few excerpts: 

The “Way Back When” editor passed upon the Long Grove community 
this week and discovered that the Umbdenstock Blackmsith Shop is 

still there – and has been under Umbdenstock name over three quar-

ters of a century. Such shops are slowly disappearing in farming 

communities. It is the editor’s guess that a lot of the younger 
generation do not even know that horses wear shoes. 

Its residents have remodeled old homes and a few new residences 

have been built, although the number of commercial establishments 

has not materially increased. There is a fine fire house and ad-
joining is a business-block remodeled from a former barn where the 

late John Stemple kept his horses for haul good for his store from 
Arlington Heights... 

Back in 1868, George Umbdenstock had turned to the blacksmithing 
trade when he became disgusted with the long hours, seven days la-

bor required of a farmer. The straw that broke the camel’s back was 
a Sunday evening (his night off) when he had to get in the cows and 
milk them because a fellow employee, Christ Hunsinger, failed to 

show up. George began looking for other work. He found it as a 
blacksmith working for the towns original Blacksmith, Dan Rhodes. 

Eighteen months later, Rhodes died and Joe Stahl took over the 
shop. Umbdenstock entered the employe of Blacksmith Fleming in  
Arlington Heights. Soon after Umbdenstock and Charles Bollenbach, 
who was a fellow worker at the Fleming shop, formed a partnership 
and took over former Rhodes blacksmith shop. The partnership be-
tween the two was later dissolved, both operating their shops in 

adjacent buildings. 

The antique store operated by Mrs. N Schroyer is appropriately 
housed as it occupies the original Stemple store from the high  

platform of which John Altged, candidate for governor gave a  
campaign address. Stemple presented Altgeld with a pair of wooden 
shoes. Stemple, a Republican who, of course, had the post office 
when that party was in power, grudgingly consented to allow a  

Democrat to use his platform. 
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Statewide Politics Continued... 

One of the great things of these old articles is the little nuggets they contain. 

I had often wondered if Long Gove ever warranted a campaign stop in a  

major election. But it raises the question… why would a governor  

candidate bother to make a campaign address Long Grove? A bit of  

research about the governor race of 1892 reveals a probable answer... 

John Altgeld was born in Germany in 1847, and came to America as a child 

with his parents. He was a lawyer by trade, became wealthy due to a series 

of real estate investments in the early 1890’s and then  

devoted the rest of his life to politics.  

One of hot issues of the 1890’s was a recent Republican administration law, 

know as “Edwards Law” law that mandated public education  

until age 12, and… the controversial part… that it be conducted in English. 

This had incensed Catholic and German communities that still had non-

English speaking schools. Such was the case in Long Grove, and the “German School” at the Long 

Grove Church. About 10% of Illinois voters in 1890 were German, and that was a big enough “block” 

that it could decide the election for Democrat Altgeld if he could get them to vote his way. To heighten 

sentiment, talk of a Republican plan for a prohibition against alcohol crept up. You can  

imagine that the prohibition talk was also not popular with the beer lovin’ Germans. Here’s a few 

quotes from editorials of the day: 

 If the Republicans remain in power, we Germans soon would have a prohibition law, in addition to 

the Edwards law, to enslave us 

“his campaign is a matter of life and death the German-Americans. The Germans of all parties should 

unite in order to fight the nativistic prohibition-fanatics and bigoted Sunday-closers more effectively. 

If a Frenchman wanted to teach his children how to be Catholic he should not be interfered with… 

these rights the republicans would take away from them.” 

Altgeld is barnstorming German communities, denouncing the Edwards law as an intolerable example 

of Republican paternalism, of a kind with prohibition and nativism.  

You can imagine Altgeld’s campaign managers compiling lists of German schools and plotting a travel 

route for him to make campaign speeches. Long Grove, with it’s large German Luthern Church and 

School would surely be on that list. In the end, Altgeld easily 

carried the German vote in the election and became the first non-native Illinois Governor. 

Incidentally, one, if not the primary campaign advisor for Altgeld was a 

young attorney named Clarence Darrow, who went on to become one of the 

most famous lawyers in American history (Scopes Monkey Trial, Leopold 

and Loeb, etc.). There’s a good possibility that Darrow was in the Long 

Grove streets that day, as Altgeld addressed the crowd from atop the  

Stemple stoop. 

The wooden shoes as a gift is somewhat curious. Wooden shoes were still in 

use in Germany at that time, especially amongst peasant farmers, so per-

haps it would have been symbolic of the working class. Maybe they were 

still carried in inventory by Stemple, though maybe not as much in demand 

as in days gone by. 

John Altgeld 

Clarence Darrow 
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Parties Of Old 

Mask Ball will be given by Long Grove  

Social Club in Union Hall, Long Grove, 

Saturday night, Jan 22, 1910. Music by  

Hapke’s Orchestra. Floor managers Geo. 

Quentin, Geo. Umbdenstock, Geo. Zimmer, 

Henry Hans, Chester Wolf, Carl Bader. 

Prizes will be given to the best dressed  

lady, best dressed gent, most comic lady, 

most comic gent, best dressed group, 

most comic group. A full line of costumes 

will be at the hall.  

Dance Tickets 75 cents. Supper extra.  

An advertisement from a local paper, and a typical party goer of the time. 


